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SENATOR THERESE M. TERLAJE 

Committee on Health, Tourism, Historic Preservation, Land and Justice 
I Mina’ trentai Singko na Liheslaturan Guåhan 

35th Guam Legislature 
 

 
Mailing Address: Guam Congress Building, 163 Chalan Santo Papa, Hagåtña, Guam 96910 

Office Address: Ada Plaza Center, Suite 207, 173 Aspinall Avenue, Hagåtña, Guam 96910 

Tel: (671) 472-3586 | Fax: (671) 969-3590 | Email: senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com | www.senatorterlaje.com   
 

COMMITTEE REPORT DIGEST 

 

I. OVERVIEW 
 
The Committee on Health, Tourism, Historic Preservation, Land and Justice convened a 
virtual public hearing on Wednesday, May 20, 2020 at 1:00 p.m. The item on the agenda was 
the consideration of the appointment of Dana A. Gutierrez to serve as a Judge of the Superior 
Court of Guam, and whose appointment history is as follows: 

 
• Appointed by I Maga'hågan Guåhan on November 29, 2019, to serve as a Judge 

of the Superior Court of Guam; 
• Appointment packet forwarded to I Liheslatura on November 29, 2019; 
• Appointment packet forwarded to this committee for public consideration on 

November 29, 2019. 
 

Public Notice Requirements 
Notices for this Confirmation Hearing were disseminated via email to all senators and all 
main media broadcasting outlets on Tuesday, May 12, 2020 (5 Day Notice) and again on 
Monday, May 18, 2020 (48 Hour Notice).  The notice was also published in the Guam Daily 
Post on Wednesday, May 13, 2020 and Monday, May 18, 2020.    
 
Senators Present 
Chairperson Therese M. Terlaje, Chairperson 
Speaker Tina Muña Barnes 
Vice Speaker Telena C. Nelson, Committee Member 
Senator Amanda Shelton, Committee Member 
Senator Kelly Marsh Taitano, Committee Member 
Senator Joe S. San Agustin, Committee Member 
Senator James C. Moylan, Committee Member 
Senator Mary Camacho Torres, Committee Member 
Senator Régine Biscoe Lee 
Senator Jose “Pedo” Terlaje 
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Senator Telo Taitague 
Senator Wil Castro 
Senator Louise Muña 

Appearing Before the Committee 
Attorney Dana A. Gutierrez, Nominee  
Joseph Shimizu, Vice President/Chief Financial Officer, Ambros Inc. (pre-recorded video) 
AnaMaria Gayle, Esq., Alternate Public Defender 
Cynthia V. Ecube, Esq., Law Office of Cynthia V. Ecube, Esq.  
Ayano Ichida, Esq., General Counsel, WDI International Inc. 
Gloria Castro, Senior Assistant Attorney General, Health Quality Enforcement, California 
Attorney General's Office 
Rodney Jacob, Esq., Law Office of Calvo Fisher & Jacob LLP 
Michael A. Pangelinan, Esq., Law Office of Calvo Fisher & Jacob LLP 
Lorraine Okada, Okada Managing Consulting Services 
Georgette Bello Concepcion, Esq., Brooks Concepcion Law, P.C. 
Stephen Stettenbenz, American Job Center Coordinator, Guam Department of Labor 
Cathleen Moore-Lin, Executive Director, Research Corporation of the University of Guam 
Charlotte Huntsman, President, SHRM Guam Chapter 
Melanie Mendiola, Administrator, Guam Economic Development Authority 
Vince C. Camacho, Esq., Managing Principal, Camacho Calvo Law Group 
Tricee Limtiaco 
Andrew Gayle, Jr., Chief Operating Officer, GTA 
Joan Waki Muña, SHRM-SCP, SHPR 
Joephet R. Alcantara, Esq., Thompson Thompson & Alcantara, P.C. 
Stephen P. Hattori, Esq., Director, Guam Public Defender Service Corp.  
Joann Angoco 

Written Testimony Submitted 
Honorable Chief Justice F. Philip Carbullido, Supreme Court of Guam 
Honorable Justice Robert J. Torres, Supreme Court of Guam 
Honorable Katherine Maraman, former Chief Justice, Supreme Court of Guam 
Douglas B. Moylan, Former Attorney General of Guam 
Honorable Mayor Paul McDonald, Hågatña Heights 
Stephen Hattori, Esq.  Director, Public Defender Service Corporation 
Danielle T. Rosete, Esq., Clerk of Court, Superior Court of Guam  
Helen J.D. Whippy, PhD, former UOG Vice President 
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Joseph Shimizu, Vice President/Chief Financial Officer, Ambros Inc. (pre-recorded video) 
Cynthia V. Ecube, Esq., Law Office of Cynthia V. Ecube, Esq.  
Gloria Castro, Senior Assistant Attorney General, California Attorney General's Office 
Michael A. Pangelinan, Esq., Law Office of Calvo Fisher & Jacob LLP 
Lorraine Okada, Okada Managing Consulting Services 
Cathleen Moore-Lin, Executive Director, Research Corporation of the University of Guam 
Charlotte Huntsman, President, SHRM Guam Chapter 
Tricee Limtiaco 
Joan Waki Muña, SHRM-SCP, SHPR 
Joephet R. Alcantara, Esq., Thompson Thompson & Alcantara, P.C. 
Anita Arriola, Esq., Arriola Law Firm 
Joaquin C. Arriola, Esq., Arriola Law Firm 
Tod Thompson, Esq., Thompson Thompson & Alcantara, P.C. 
Mitchell F. Thompson, Esq., Thompson Thompson & Alcantara, P.C. 
Tim Roberts, Esq., Roberts Fowler & Visosky, LLP 
Marcia K. Shultz, Esq., Legal Secretary, Marianas Legal Strategy Group, LLC 
Minakshi V. Hemlani, Esq., Law Officers of Minakshi V. Hemlani 
Sophia Santos Diaz, Esq.,  
Helen Kim Colindres, Esq., Levinson Arshonsky & Kurtz, LLP 
John Terlaje,Esq., The Law Office of John C. Terlaje, Esq.  
Jesse N. Nasis, Esq., Attorney, Legal Counsel for Guam Department of Education (GDOE) 
Sinforoso Tolentino, Esq., Camacho Calvo Law Group LLC 
Rose Ayuyu Morales, SHRM-CP 
Janalyn Cruz Damian,Esq., Legal Secretary, Calvo Fisher & Jacob, LLP 
Ignacio C. Aguigui, Esq., The Law Offices of Ignacio Cruz Aguigui 
Peter Onedera 
Shaun M.C. Murphy, Director of Human Resources, Sheraton Maui 
Donald Calvo, Esq., Camacho Calvo Law Group LLC 

II. SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY & DISCUSSION

The public hearing was called to order at 1:03 PM. Chairperson Therese Terlaje presented 
the agenda item that would be heard during the hearing, informed of public notice 
compliance and presented the general rules of conduct and protocol for the virtual 
confirmation hearing. The appointment of Dana A. Gutierrez to serve as a Judge of the 
Superior Court of Guam was the only item on the agenda. 
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our community is just safer and people's needs are being met in the court system and in the 
community that deals with people both in and out of the court system. So, I appreciate that 
as well and I look forward to further supporting your nomination as it goes forward. Si 
yu’os ma’åse’ Madame Chair.  

 

Chairperson Therese M. Terlaje:  Thank you very much Senator Marsh Taitano. Now we 
will hear from Senator Mary Torres.  

 

Senator Mary Camacho Torres: Thank you Madame Chair. Dana, I'm so proud, as your 
family must be, to sit here and listen to the testimony and listen also to your testimony 
before this Committee. It is indeed a distinct honor and privilege to be nominated to the 
bench and I think that you especially come well qualified because you've been able to 
garner trust on many facets in the community; in your involvement with SHRM; in your 
involvement with the Law Week committee, which now seems to be the Law Month 
Committee, of which I've been intimately involved because of the fact that my husband 
stood this committee up perhaps 14 years ago, 13 years ago. I wanted to ask you though, as 
you begin to contemplate going onto the bench, what would be your words of 
encouragement or advice to this committee as policymakers about restorative justice and 
the rehabilitative court systems, about the court programs that we have right now knowing 
that you will likely take on family court and other types of matters? What would your 
advice be to us about laws and policies with regard to restorative justice and rehabilitative 
courts? 

 

Dana A. Gutierrez, Esq., Nominee:  I think we know that the legislature makes the laws 
but I think from the legislative perspective, I think with therapeutic courts and you know, 
these are new courts for us and Guam. They’ve been here but I think really the push for 
them, it's kind of relatively new and I think as legislators we'd ask for patience on the side 
of our legislature. I know a lot of times with these courts there's a lot of wanting to have 
immediate results or to have immediate demographics or facts showing that yes, this is 
working, this is not working and I think we need the legislature to understand that these 
courts are still evolving here in Guam. I think that their new for us. We're still trying to 
figure out ways to make them better. Of course, funding is always an issue with courts and 
having therapeutic courts. They do take a lot more time than just having a regular court. 
There's a lot more interaction with case workers. There’s more interaction with different 
segments of the judicial system. We bring them together. We have to have case meetings. 
We have to meet with caseworkers, because we're really trying to put in place the system 
where its somewhat of a rehabilitation system as just opposed to a punitive system. so, I 
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https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=fa3f9d37a1&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-a%3Ar8714695639914447793%7Cmsg-f%3A1667716121734360024&si… 1/2

Senator Therese Terlaje <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com>

Re: REQUEST FOR E-VOTE: DANA A. GUTIERREZ, JUDGE; SUPERIOR COURT OF
GUAM
1 message

Office of Senator Shelton Guam Legislature <officeofsenatorshelton@guamlegislature.org> Tue, May 26, 2020 at 11:53 AM
To: Senator Therese Terlaje <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com>
Cc: Senator Sabina Perez <office@senatorperez.org>, Sabina Perez <sabina@senatorperez.org>, "Sinadora Kelly Marsh
(Taitano), PhD." <sinadorakelly@guamlegislature.org>, "Office of Senator Kelly Marsh (Taitano), PhD."
<office.senatorkelly@guamlegislature.org>, James Moylan <senatormoylan@guamlegislature.org>, Senator Louise Borja
Muna <senatorlouise@gmail.com>, Senator Telena Cruz Nelson <senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org>, "Senator Joe S.
San Agustin" <senatorjoessanagustin@gmail.com>, "Amanda S. Shelton" <senatorshelton@guamlegislature.org>, "Mary C.
Torres" <senatormary@guamlegislature.org>

To confirm.

On Mon, May 25, 2020 at 4:08 PM Senator Therese Terlaje <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com> wrote:

Håfa Adai, Committee Members:

 

Attached, please find the Committee Report for the appointment of Dana A. Gutierrez, to serve
aa Judge; Superior Court of Guam.

 

Please indicate your preferred action, based on the following options:

 

-           To Confirm;

-           To Not Confirm;

-           To Report Out Only

-           To Abstain; or

-         To Place in Inactive File.

 

Please submit your response ASAP.  Your responses will be logged into the
Committee Vote Sheet for Dana A. Gutierrez which will be filed with the Committee on
Rules.

--



5/26/2020 Gmail - Re: REQUEST FOR E-VOTE: DANA A. GUTIERREZ, JUDGE; SUPERIOR COURT OF GUAM

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=fa3f9d37a1&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-a%3Ar8714695639914447793%7Cmsg-f%3A1667715293856049508&si… 1/2

Senator Therese Terlaje <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com>

Re: REQUEST FOR E-VOTE: DANA A. GUTIERREZ, JUDGE; SUPERIOR COURT OF
GUAM
1 message

Sabina Perez <sabina@senatorperez.org> Tue, May 26, 2020 at 11:40 AM
To: Senator Therese Terlaje <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com>
Cc: Senator Sabina Perez <office@senatorperez.org>, "Sinadora Kelly Marsh (Taitano), PhD."
<sinadorakelly@guamlegislature.org>, "Office of Senator Kelly Marsh (Taitano), PhD."
<office.senatorkelly@guamlegislature.org>, James Moylan <senatormoylan@guamlegislature.org>, Senator Louise Borja
Muna <senatorlouise@gmail.com>, Senator Telena Cruz Nelson <senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org>, "Senator Joe S.
San Agustin" <senatorjoessanagustin@gmail.com>, "Amanda S. Shelton" <senatorshelton@guamlegislature.org>, Office of
Senator Shelton Guam Legislature <officeofsenatorshelton@guamlegislature.org>, "Mary C. Torres"
<senatormary@guamlegislature.org>

To confirm.

On Mon, May 25, 2020 at 4:08 PM Senator Therese Terlaje <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com> wrote:

Håfa Adai, Committee Members:

 

Attached, please find the Committee Report for the appointment of Dana A. Gutierrez, to serve
aa Judge; Superior Court of Guam.

 

Please indicate your preferred action, based on the following options:

 

-           To Confirm;

-           To Not Confirm;

-           To Report Out Only

-           To Abstain; or

-         To Place in Inactive File.

 

Please submit your response ASAP.  Your responses will be logged into the
Committee Vote Sheet for Dana A. Gutierrez which will be filed with the Committee on
Rules.

--
Office of Senator Therese M. Terlaje
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Senator Therese Terlaje <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com>

Re: REQUEST FOR E-VOTE: DANA A. GUTIERREZ, JUDGE; SUPERIOR COURT OF
GUAM
1 message

James Moylan <senatormoylan@guamlegislature.org> Tue, May 26, 2020 at 9:30 AM
To: Senator Therese Terlaje <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com>

To confirm. 

On Mon, May 25, 2020, 4:08 PM Senator Therese Terlaje <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com> wrote:

Håfa Adai, Committee Members:

 

Attached, please find the Committee Report for the appointment of Dana A. Gutierrez, to serve
aa Judge; Superior Court of Guam.

 

Please indicate your preferred action, based on the following options:

 

-           To Confirm;

-           To Not Confirm;

-           To Report Out Only

-           To Abstain; or

-         To Place in Inactive File.

 

Please submit your response ASAP.  Your responses will be logged into the
Committee Vote Sheet for Dana A. Gutierrez which will be filed with the Committee on
Rules.

--
Office of Senator Therese M. Terlaje
Committee on Health, Tourism, Historic Preservation, Land and Justice
I Mina'trentai Singko na Liheslaturan Guåhan
35th Guam Legislature
Office Location: Ada Plaza Center, Suite 207, 173 Aspinall Avenue, Hagåtña, Guam 96910
Mailing address: Guam Congress Building, 163 Chalan Santo Papa, Hagåtña, Guam 96910
T: (671) 472-3586      F: (671) 989-3590     Email: senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com
website: www.senatorterlaje.com
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Senator Therese Terlaje <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com>

Re: REQUEST FOR E-VOTE: DANA A. GUTIERREZ, JUDGE; SUPERIOR COURT OF
GUAM
1 message

Sinadora Kelly Marsh (Taitano), PhD. <sinadorakelly@guamlegislature.org> Mon, May 25, 2020 at 11:03 PM
To: Senator Therese Terlaje <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com>
Cc: Senator Sabina Perez <office@senatorperez.org>, Sabina Perez <sabina@senatorperez.org>, "Office of Senator Kelly
Marsh (Taitano), PhD." <office.senatorkelly@guamlegislature.org>, James Moylan <senatormoylan@guamlegislature.org>,
Senator Louise Borja Muna <senatorlouise@gmail.com>, Senator Telena Cruz Nelson
<senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org>, "Senator Joe S. San Agustin" <senatorjoessanagustin@gmail.com>, "Amanda S.
Shelton" <senatorshelton@guamlegislature.org>, Office of Senator Shelton Guam Legislature
<officeofsenatorshelton@guamlegislature.org>, "Mary C. Torres" <senatormary@guamlegislature.org>

To confirm.

On Mon, May 25, 2020 at 4:08 PM Senator Therese Terlaje <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com> wrote:

Håfa Adai, Committee Members:

 

Attached, please find the Committee Report for the appointment of Dana A. Gutierrez, to serve
aa Judge; Superior Court of Guam.

 

Please indicate your preferred action, based on the following options:

 

-           To Confirm;

-           To Not Confirm;

-           To Report Out Only

-           To Abstain; or

-         To Place in Inactive File.

 

Please submit your response ASAP.  Your responses will be logged into the
Committee Vote Sheet for Dana A. Gutierrez which will be filed with the Committee on
Rules.

--
Office of Senator Therese M. Terlaje
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Senator Therese Terlaje <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com>

Re: REQUEST FOR E-VOTE: DANA A. GUTIERREZ, JUDGE; SUPERIOR COURT OF
GUAM
1 message

Louise Muna <senatorlouise@gmail.com> Mon, May 25, 2020 at 4:14 PM
To: Senator Therese Terlaje <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com>

To Confirm. 

On Mon, May 25, 2020, 4:08 PM Senator Therese Terlaje <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com> wrote:

Håfa Adai, Committee Members:

 

Attached, please find the Committee Report for the appointment of Dana A. Gutierrez, to serve
aa Judge; Superior Court of Guam.

 

Please indicate your preferred action, based on the following options:

 

-           To Confirm;

-           To Not Confirm;

-           To Report Out Only

-           To Abstain; or

-         To Place in Inactive File.

 

Please submit your response ASAP.  Your responses will be logged into the
Committee Vote Sheet for Dana A. Gutierrez which will be filed with the Committee on
Rules.

--
Office of Senator Therese M. Terlaje
Committee on Health, Tourism, Historic Preservation, Land and Justice
I Mina'trentai Singko na Liheslaturan Guåhan
35th Guam Legislature
Office Location: Ada Plaza Center, Suite 207, 173 Aspinall Avenue, Hagåtña, Guam 96910
Mailing address: Guam Congress Building, 163 Chalan Santo Papa, Hagåtña, Guam 96910
T: (671) 472-3586      F: (671) 989-3590     Email: senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com
website: www.senatorterlaje.com
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Senator Therese Terlaje <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com>

Re: REQUEST FOR E-VOTE: DANA A. GUTIERREZ, JUDGE; SUPERIOR COURT OF
GUAM
1 message

Senator Mary C. Torres <senatormary@guamlegislature.org> Tue, May 26, 2020 at 9:41 AM
To: Senator Therese Terlaje <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com>

I vote to Confirm.

Mary C. Torres

On Mon, May 25, 2020 at 4:08 PM Senator Therese Terlaje <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com> wrote:

Håfa Adai, Committee Members:

 

Attached, please find the Committee Report for the appointment of Dana A. Gutierrez, to serve
aa Judge; Superior Court of Guam.

 

Please indicate your preferred action, based on the following options:

 

-           To Confirm;

-           To Not Confirm;

-           To Report Out Only

-           To Abstain; or

-         To Place in Inactive File.

 

Please submit your response ASAP.  Your responses will be logged into the
Committee Vote Sheet for Dana A. Gutierrez which will be filed with the Committee on
Rules.

--
Office of Senator Therese M. Terlaje
Committee on Health, Tourism, Historic Preservation, Land and Justice
I Mina'trentai Singko na Liheslaturan Guåhan
35th Guam Legislature
Office Location: Ada Plaza Center, Suite 207, 173 Aspinall Avenue, Hagåtña, Guam 96910
Mailing address: Guam Congress Building, 163 Chalan Santo Papa, Hagåtña, Guam 96910
T: (671) 472-3586      F: (671) 989-3590     Email: senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com
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https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=fa3f9d37a1&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-a%3Ar8714695639914447793%7Cmsg-f%3A1667700443924122128&si… 1/2

Senator Therese Terlaje <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com>

Re: REQUEST FOR E-VOTE: DANA A. GUTIERREZ, JUDGE; SUPERIOR COURT OF
GUAM
1 message

Office of Vice Speaker Telena Cruz Nelson <senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org> Tue, May 26, 2020 at 7:44 AM
To: "Sinadora Kelly Marsh (Taitano), PhD." <sinadorakelly@guamlegislature.org>
Cc: "Amanda S. Shelton" <senatorshelton@guamlegislature.org>, James Moylan <senatormoylan@guamlegislature.org>,
"Mary C. Torres" <senatormary@guamlegislature.org>, "Office of Senator Kelly Marsh (Taitano), PhD."
<office.senatorkelly@guamlegislature.org>, Office of Senator Shelton Guam Legislature
<officeofsenatorshelton@guamlegislature.org>, Sabina Perez <sabina@senatorperez.org>, "Senator Joe S. San Agustin"
<senatorjoessanagustin@gmail.com>, Senator Louise Borja Muna <senatorlouise@gmail.com>, Senator Sabina Perez
<office@senatorperez.org>, Senator Therese Terlaje <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com>

To confirm 

On Mon, May 25, 2020 at 23:03 Sinadora Kelly Marsh (Taitano), PhD. <sinadorakelly@guamlegislature.org> wrote:
To confirm.

On Mon, May 25, 2020 at 4:08 PM Senator Therese Terlaje <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com> wrote:

Håfa Adai, Committee Members:

 

Attached, please find the Committee Report for the appointment of Dana A. Gutierrez, to
serve aa Judge; Superior Court of Guam.

 

Please indicate your preferred action, based on the following options:

 

-           To Confirm;

-           To Not Confirm;

-           To Report Out Only

-           To Abstain; or

-         To Place in Inactive File.

 

Please submit your response ASAP.  Your responses will be logged into the
Committee Vote Sheet for Dana A. Gutierrez which will be filed with the Committee on
Rules.


















